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•ZllAOS cor ST. I0U2S PARK • VAT5R SUPPLY 

X bar* pours of the 4th. 

We oannot think that at a depth of 543 feet theSt.Louis 
park water supply is eontamtnated with material from our 
plant, espeolally as It had to go through a lime rook 
which would have taken oare of the phenol so it would 
not appear in the water. But you do not say how deep the 
lime rook Is and perhaps the wells you speak of, not oaoed, 
•ay have oonweyed some oil from our property to the water, 
although X think It Is hlf^ly Improbable that it is the 
ease. But at any rate,M6loae up the wells and do anything 
that it^neoessary to prevent any ohanoe for the allegation 
being made that the swampy taste of the water oomea from 
our property. Further, 1 think the Ctate Chemist will admit 
phenol can be generated from other things then Creosote Oil; 
that there ie praotioally no phenol in the Creosote Oil used 
in treating tinbers and the little there is would oulokly 
go off in vapor the minute the treated eharge were drawn 
from the cylinder in its heated state. It ie just inoon-
eeivable to me that any phenol has gotten into the water 
from our plant. 

B.S* 
Toura vary truly, 

R2EPUBLIC CHBOSGTZUQ CO:.TA^ 

Preside flct I 

'A before closing the wells drop sonm (a quantity) lime in 
them and then wash'it down with water. Consult Rademaoher 
how to do this, - to remove alltraces of phenol. 

P.C.R. 

• \ 



REPUBLIC CRE080TING COMPANY Af»/;?6 
8t« Louis Park, Minn* 
April 4. 1933. 

TO: Mr* P* 0* Reilly, President — Indianapolis " 
• • • ' As FROM: A* le Larkin 

SUBJECT: TZLLAOE OF ST. L00I8 PARK lATIR SUPPLY 

After the new nains were laid in St. Louis Park, all connected with 
. the Minneapolis water supply, the cost of buying this water prompted the 
Pillage to put in their own well and supply tank so as to be independent 
of the City of Minneapolis supply, and this work was started just about 
a year ago and the well put into operation in June or July of last year. 

The first water drawn from the well wae satisfactory and approved 
by the State Department of Health but as they drew more heavily on this 
supply, a taste and odor developed indicating contamination from some 
place and we heard last summer that the taste and odor indicated swamp 
water. —-

The St. Louis Park well at that time was down to 393 feet and all 
cased to shut off the surface water and neither the engineer in charge 
nor the McCarthy Company, who built the well, could explain where the 
swampy taste came from, but at an additional expense the Village put the 
well down another 150 feet and added some 8-inch casing, shutting off a 
further supply and drawing their supply from farther down, hoping in this 
way to eliminate the objections. 

At this time the Village turned back to the use of the Minneapolis 
City water until they could get a satisfactory water of their own and 
they have been using Minneapolis City water ever since because the added 
depth of the well did not relieve the situation and, in fact, after 

[further pumping the State Chemist reports a trace of phenol, which be claims gets to their water from our plant. 

Last week Mr. McCarthy of the McCarthy Veil Company and Mr. Bradley, 
the Village Engineer, called to explain the situation confidentially to 
me in an effort to avoid, if possible, any further charges that we were 
responsible for the difficulty the Village is having in getting a suit­
able supply of water. 

Apparently Bradley and McCarthy have developed every possibility 
they can think of to oorrect the situation and as McCarthy has a record 
of all the wells in this neighborhood, he is of the opinion 
that the contamination comes from one of our wells that is not cased 
below 373 feet and which goes down 909 feet and the other well which we 
are not using and whioh was here when we purchased the prcperty that goes 
down to 055 feet but is only eased to about 150 feet from the surface. 

There is a lime-rook and sand-rock formation that contains horisontal 
fissures that is the heaviest water bearing etrata in this section and 
that all the wells tap and as neither of our welle case off that supply i 
it is possible for contamination from our operation to reaoh this lime-
rock strata and being carried in the horisontal cracks and crevices to 
the two holes on our property, namely the old well that ie not based ana 
the new one that is only cased part way, and in this way get down to the 



REPUBLIC CREOSOTING COMPANY 
to; Xr.Holllr.maiiBVOlli 
Re: Tillage of 8t. Louie Park Water Wupply 

is''*! finally into the water bearing etrata below from which 
the St. Louie park well drawa ite aupply. 

» 

We are on eand and gravel and the etorage of treated tiea could 
eaaily account for the eoluble portion of the oil being waehed from 
the tiea onto the ground and finally from the ground into the lower 
Btrata through the eand rad gravel. 

If our Bain well ie caeed down an additional dietance to prevent 
the water from coming into it through the lime-rock strata and the old 
well ie carefully plugged full length, McCarthy and Bradley believe 
this will eliminate the trouble at the St. Louis Park well. 

To explain further, while this lime-rock supply of water is a 
fairly good water for our purposes, yet we are not dependent upon it 
because our well taps the supply below and we can safely cut off this 
lime-rock strata and get an improved supply of water that will be 
better for our purposes, especially in connection with the boiler-feed 
water, and this in itself would be an advantage because the lower water 
is softer and this has been learned from actual tests but at the time 
we built our well we did not want to limit ourselves to the lower water 
because it cost more to pump it, and at that time we were drawing our 
water with a surface pump and did not have to go into a deep well 
pumping proposition. 

Since that time, however, we have had to follow the water down 
considerably lower and are now on a deep sell pumping proposition with 
air because we found we could no longer raise it to the surface with a 
suction pump and this happened several years ago when the general level 
of the water receded. 

As we are already equipped to get the water from lower down, the 
only chainge* is that we will get a better water than we are getting at 
the present time for industrial purposes. 

The most important part of this entire matter is to avoid any 
claims on the part of the Tillage and if we case this well off and plug 
the other old well, we shall, in the opinion of the engineers and 
McCarthy, eliminate any possible question of contamination from this 
plant and we think it is wise to do this before the matter goes any 
further because there already is a suspicion existing on the part of a 
number of people in St. Louis-Park that the contamination is coming 
from our plant, and of course they are all anxious to get rid of the 
cost of water from the City of Minneapolis and until this matter is 
cleared up they cannot put their own well into operation. 

There is, of course, no guarantee that the work we would do on 
cur well would elimirate the objectionable odor and taste, but at least 
after protecting our wells as above no one could claim that the con­
tamination is coming from our plant. 



, REPUBLIC CRE060TING COMPANY ^ ^ 
3- April 4, 1933. 
To: Mr.Reilly-Xadluftpolia 
Re: Tillage of 8t. Louie Park Water,Supply 

This work at our plaat could be done la two or three daye and the 
eatiwated ooat ie |500«00 for taking oare of the two wella and we 
believe thia work ahould be done, and pronptly. 

I thought Z would have an opportunity to viait with you thie week 
about thie natter and get it nettled but as the eituatioh hae aoae 
danger in it, especially if the people in the Park becone impatient 
because of the delay in getting the water fr.oa their own well, I would 
like very much to get as prompt a reply from you as possible. 

One can see.in the background the possibility of claims being made 
by the Tillage for the expense they have been put to over a period of 
many months for water from the City of Minneapolis and no end of coirpli' 
cations if we did not do everything we could to eliminate such charges 
and claims, especially when we have learned the condition exists, as 
outlined above. 

• 
We have drawings of all the wells in this neighborhood from actual 

recordsmade by the McCarthy Company, showing the various strata that 
have been encountered in each well, and from their experience in the 
entire territory they are very familiar with all of these water bearing 
strata and the explanation they have made of the situation imoresses me 
with the necessity of protecting our company by doing the work on the 
two wells we have referred to. 

Tours very truly, 

R£PUBLIC-CRE&dOTtIKKCO^m^ 

ASL:FJ 

V;,; • •' 
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IREPUBLIC CREOSOTING COMPANY 

To» Dr.I.HtDerby, Hoilly Lab. INDIAIIAPOLIS 

FROM: P.C.Rellly May 12, 1933 

SUBJECT; 711X4.03 OF ST. LOUIS PARK T7ATER SUPPLY 

I do not know whether you are acquainted with the supposed 
complaint that might be made against our plant at St.Louis 
Park on the theory it was contaminating the St. Louis Park 
water supply but for fear you are not I shall relate the 
circumstances. 

Mt. Larkin reported it was alleged that the ground at our 
plant was saturated with phenol and that it had reached the 
water supply of St, Louis i'ark and that it had contaminated 
it. As a result of two contractors telling him this he had, 
before we had a chance to question the complaint, made a 
contract with these contractors for ;^500.00 to dig the 
well deeper or to do something or other. Just what i do not 
know, but we do know it cost us ̂ 500.00 on some alleged 
complaint. 

it is our contention that the water could not be and was 
not contaminated from our operation of our plant. The con­
tamination was said to be phenol. To make sure whether 
the water was contaminated or not I sdnt to Ilinneapolis 
for a sample of the water which was received today and I 
em sending it over to the Laboratory end I would wish it 
tested and ascertain if there is any phenol in it and if 
there is whether it is phenol frora coal tcr or phenol from 
decayed vegetation, as is possible, for our ground and sur­
rounding country is swamp land, filled with decayed veg­
etation. 

Yours very trulv, 
R.S 

REPUBLIC CREOSi^ia^^ COITAITY 

%sident. 

302960 



llrU.S.XArklBp Bt.Xeuis XBj^k IBDZAXIAPOLIS 

P.O.Ballly April 7» 1933 

YZUAOS CP ST. LOUZS PASS • WATER 6UFPLT 

X bars poura of the Ath. 

We eennot think that at a dspth of 543 feet theSt.Louie 
park water aupply la oontaBinated with material from our 
plant p espeolally ae It had to go through a lime rook 
which would have taken oare of the phenol eo it would 
not appear In the. water. But you do not say how deep the 
lime rook Is and jperhape the wells you speak of, not easedp 
•ay have oonweyed sons oil from our property to the waterp 
although Z think it is hir^ly Improbable that it is the 
case. But at any ratep'^olose up the wells end do anything 
that lArneceasary to prewent any ohanee for the allegation 
being made that the swampy taste of the water oamea from 
our property. Further, Z think the Ctate Chemist will admit 
phenol can be generated from other things than Creosote Oil; 
thot there Is praotioally no phenol In the Creosote Oil used 
In treating tinbers and the little there is would quickly 
go off in vapor the minute the treated charge were drawn 
from the cylinder In its heated state. It is Just inoon-
eelvable to me that any phenol has gotten into the water 
from our plant. 

Tours very truly, 

REPUBLIC CHBOBOrilJO CaTART 

President. 

„ JV 

before closing the wells drop some (a quantity) lime in 
them and then wash'it dovm with water. Consult Rademaoher 
how to do this, - to remove alltraces of phenol. 

P.C.R. 
'• I 

30&9SS 
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lSr«i{«L*ltaadzziaoher,St,Zoul8 Park II^IANAFOLIS 

P.C.Aellly Hay S4, 1933 

VILLAGE 0? oT. LOUIS PABK WATER SUPrLT 

Please refer to your letter of I.:ay 18th* We have found 
the ev/cuap water oontolne phenol, ten p rts to the hllllon, 
whereoa the phenol from our property is tv/enty ports to 
the billion* I think the f^eoter peroentage in our 
property is du-; to its aaturctod condition froci the 
Bugar rofinory which was ostabllshed there at one tine* 

Dr•Derby feels before the Villaco asaln be/^ins pumping its 
eupply of 'vpter that we should start punping our wolle 
letting the water go to the curfeoe of our .ground, — 
this for the iiurpose of drauln;; any wator thrt r-lght have 
phenolic content in and about oiu- place away from that water 
which would be drawn by the Village pump. It would be 

' pref-.-rable to apray the i7P.tor rather'than to pimp it 
in volu:'.e, for Instanoo if it ccjld be uood In cprcylng 
our crass or garden about the place or la tho open field 
it should be done in this v/ay. ";re do not v;ant it sprayed 
on that purt of the ground on which the tieo are stored 
beoause the ties have a phenolic contont* The point is to 
get drawing on our wells so we Wwould bo takin-: thnt water 
from our seoticn, both the swarap section and our yard, 
and thus pravont it gettins into the flow which tho Vlllace 
pump will .-nako whan working. 

Yours very truly, 
H*S 

nzL'uriic cr::030Ti:x} CO.;:'AUY 

Presi dent * 

802969 




